Information Material for EG 4
Interview with A.Shishkin, Managing Director of The Volga Shipbuilding company

Source: Grishin N., Flying Vessels, Direct Investments, N 5, 2006, pp.26-28
The interview discusses major possible actions of the RF government to revive the inland water transport, including incentive mechanisms for the companies, the establishing unified logistical systems ruined after the disintegration of the Soviet Union. It also asseses the prospects for inland water transportation market, underlining that it is slightly possible to expect significant increases in the volume of freight transportation as the current unsatisfactory state of the inland waterways and hydrotechnical facilities is a significant barrier, the Volga-Balt canal is the bottleneck of the problem, while the situation in Volga-Don canal and Horodets hydro-facility also faces many problems. Financial support for hydro-facilities maintenance is very limited. Before the Volga Ship company starts the modernization of its freight vessels the businesses need to be sure that the state has serious intentions to maintain and develop in practice (but not only on paper) the inland waterway network. The interview discusses some quantitative and qualitative results of navigation in 2005, as well as the main structure of freight deliveries, and comparative advantages and disadvantages of other transport means. He doubts that with the WTO entry the foreign companies would be able to find proper niches in the inland waterways as the market is already divided and controlled by domestic freight companies. 
